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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is an office action in response to restriction / election of claims, 
received on 1/25/2008. 

Acknowledgement 

2. Applicant elected, without traverse, Group IV including claims 1-8, 44, 59-63 
and 79 , cancelled claims 9-43, 45-58, 64-78 and 80-81 (Groups 1, II, III and V) and 
added new claims 82-89. 

As such claims 1-8, 44, 59-63, 79, and 82-89 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-8, 44, 59-63, 79 and 82-85 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Kaminkow et al (2003/0036425). 



As per claim 1, Kaminkwo discloses that a system comprising: 
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a plurality of casino games located in a gaming establishment wherein at least 
some of the games include a reader component adapted to detect a RFID tag in 
proximity to the reader component and read data from the RFID tag, wherein the RFID 
tag is carried by an individual in the gaming establishment (see Fig.1; via casino 150 
with gaming machines 100-103 and para 0165 and 0170; via RFID tags carried by 
person [players] in the Casio establishment); and 

an information system including software operable on the system to record 
information concerning the movement and activities of an individual in a gaming 
establishment as determined from reading the RFID tag carried by the individual in the 
gaming establishment (see Fig.1 and para 0007, via casino 150 gaming machines 
100-103 are connected via data collection unit [DCU] to the player tracking / accounting 
server 120 with display 34, in the hardware and software implemented loyalty reward 
program, implied and inherent processors having computer readable media). 

As per claim 2, Kaminkow, discloses that a data transmission system 
connecting the reader component to the information system and wherein the 
transmission system comprises physical connectors connecting the information system 
to the reader components (see Figs. 9C-D and 10A-B and para 0165, line 11; via RFID 
reader located on the gaming machine works with RFID system for player tracking 
program implemented on the gaming machine). 

As per claim 3, Kaminkow discloses that a data transmission system 
connecting the reader component to the information system and wherein the 
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transmission system comprises RF transmission components passing data between the 
reader components and the information system using radio frequency transmissions 
(para 0031; via input mechanism is Radio Frequency [RFID] reader and the RFID 
system). 

As per claims 4-8, Kaminkow discloses that the reader component is an 
antenna and a reader unit located outside or in the casino game, receiving input from a 
plurality of antennas wherein the antennas are located in two or more different casino 
games (see Figs. 1, 9C-D and 10A-B and para 0164-0165, line 5; via RFID readers 910 
may probe simultaneously a plurality of RFID tags carried by players in the casino 
environment). 

Claims 9 - 43. (Cancelled) 

As per claim 44, Kaminkow discloses that a system comprising: 
a plurality of casino games located in gaming establishment wherein at least 
some of the games include a reader component that detects a RFID tag in proximity to 
the reader component (see Figs. 1-4; via casino 150 with gaming machines 100-103 
and para 0165 and 0170; via RFID tags carried by person [players] in the Casio 
establishment); 

at least some of the games carrying RFID tags; wherein the reader component 
receives information from a RFID tag in the gaming establishment (para 0167, line 1; via 
information read from RFID tags carried by a gaming device , such as gaming machine 
that has access to the read information); and 
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an information system including software operable on the system to record 
information concerning the location of a game in a gaming establishment as determined 
from reading a RFID tag carried by one of the casino games (para 0037-0039 via the 
gaming system, the locating server and computer program products including machine- 
readable medium for stored program instructions for implementing any method and also 
para 0007, line 3; via hardware and software implemented loyalty reward program). 

Claims 45. - 58. (Cancelled) 

As per claim 59, Kaminkow discloses that a system comprising: 
a plurality of casino games located in a gaming establishment having one or 
more reader components positioned therein, wherein the reader components are 
adapted to detect a RFID tag in proximity to the reader component and read data from 
the RFID tag, wherein the RFID tag is carried by an individual in the gaming 
establishment (see Fig.1; via casino 150 with gaming machines 100-103 and para 
0165 and 0170; via RFID tags carried by person [players] in the Casio establishment); 
and 

an information system including software operable on the system to record 
information concerning the movement and activities of an individual in a gaming 
establishment as determined from reading the RFID tag carried by the individual in the 
gaming establishment (see Fig.1 and para 0007, via casino 150 gaming machines 
100-103 are connected via data collection unit (DCU) to the player tracking / 
accounting server 120 with display 34, in the hardware and software implemented 
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loyalty reward program) implied and inherent processors having computer readable 
media). 

Claims 60-63 are rejected as per the reasons set forth in claims 4-6 and 8 
respectively. 

Claims 64 - 78. (Cancelled) 

As per claim 79, Kaminkow discloses that a system comprising: 
a plurality of casino games located in gaming establishment wherein the 
establishment includes a plurality of reader components that detect a RFID tag in 
proximity to the reader component (see Fig.1; via casino 150 with gaming machines 
100-103 and para 0165 and 0170; via RFID tags carried by person [players] in the 
Casio establishment); 

at least some of the games carrying RFID tags ; wherein the reader component 
receives information from a RFID tag in the gaming establishment (para 0167, line 1; via 
information read from RFID tags carried by a gaming device , such as gaming machine 
that has access to the read information); and 

an information system including software operable on the system to record 
information concerning the location of a game in a gaming establishment as determined 
from reading a RFID tag carried by one of the casino games, (para 0037-0039 via the 
gaming system , the locating server and computer program products including machine- 
readable medium for stored program instructions for implementing any method and also 
para 0007, line 3; via hardware and software implemented loyalty reward program). 
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Claims 80. - 81. (Cancelled) 

As per claim 82, Kaminkow discloses that a method comprising: 

detecting an RFID tag in proximity to a reader component of a plurality of reader 
components in a gaming establishment having a plurality of casino games therein, 
wherein the RFID tag is carried by an individual in the gaming establishment (see Fig.1; 
via casino 150 with gaming machines 100-103 and para 0165 and 0170; via RFID tags 
carried by person [players] in the Casio establishment); 

reading data from the RFID tag (para 0164; via reader/programmer 910 is to 
provide means of communicating with the tags and facilitating data transfer), and 

recording information concerning the movement or activities of the individual in 
the gaming establishment as determined from reading the RFID tag carried by the 
individual in the gaming establishment (para 0164; via reader/programmer 910 is to 
provide means of communicating with the tags and facilitating data transfer implied 
recording information/movement of person/players), . 

As per claim 83, Kaminkow discloses that the step of recording information 
concerning the movement or activities of the individual includes recording the 
individual's game playing history by determining the proximity to a casino game of the 
RFID tag carried by the individual (para 0170, lines 15-18; via the players [persons] to 
be in a location within the range of the RFID reader, RFID tags persons carrying to be 
read, implied player's information). 
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As per claim 84, Kaminkow discloses that the step of further comprising 
detecting an RFID tag in proximity to a casino game whether or not the individual plays 
the casino game (para 0170, lines 1-5; via person carrying RFID tags without active 
participation). 

As per claim 85, kaminkow discloses that the RFID tag is mounted in a token or 
card an individual uses in connection with playing a casino game. (See Figs. 9C, 10A- 
10B and para 0156, lines 1-8; via RFID tag 906 may be embedded in a media ,such as 
paper or plastic i.e. credit card size plastic substrate or printable label with adhesive 
backing) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 86-89 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Kaminkow in views of Bradford et al (6,709,333). 

As per claim 86, Kaminkow discloses that a computer-readable medium 
having computer executable instructions for causing one or more processors to perform 
a method (see Fig.1 and para 0007, via casino 150 gaming machines 100-103 are 
connected via data collection unit (DCU) to the player tracking / accounting server 120 
with display 34, in the hardware and software implemented loyalty reward program) 
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implied and inherent processors having computer readable media), the method 
comprising: 

detecting an RFID tag in proximity to a reader component of a plurality of reader 
components in a gaming establishment having a plurality of casino games therein, 
wherein the RFID tag is carried by an individual in the gaming establishment (see Fig.1; 
via casino 150 with gaming machine 100-103 and para 0165 and 0170; via RFID tags 
carried by person [players] in the Casio establishment); 

reading data from the RFID tag (para 0164; via reader/programmer 910 is to 
provide means of communicating with the tags and facilitating data transfer); and 

recording information concerning the movement or activities of the individual in 
the gaming establishment as determined from reading the RFID tag carried by the 
individual in the gaming establishment (para 0164; via reader/programmer 910 is to 
provide means of communicating with the tags and facilitating data transfer implied 
recording information/movement of person/players). 

Kaminkow fails explicitly to disclose that a computer-readable medium having 
computer executable instructions for causing one or more processors to perform a 
method. 

However, Bradford being in the same field of invention discloses that a 
computer-readable medium having computer executable instructions for causing one or 
more processors to perform a method (see col.8, line 7; via Game device 100 for 
functioning game, having central processor, associated memory, input/output interfaces, 
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peripheral interfaces to the video display, SMBH together with the firmware and 
software needed to implement the full functionality of the game). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify the disclosed features of Kaminkow as mentioned and to 
include the disclosure of Bradford to facilitate electronically [computer executable] 
proper functioning of the casino games in gaming environment). 

Claims 87-89 are rejected as per the reasons set forth in the claims 83-85 
respectively. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Luciano et al (2002/0111210) disc loses Anonymous Player Identification in a 
Gaming Environment. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MD HATEM H. ALI whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3021 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8.00 to 6.00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached on 571-272-6702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/703,394 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 3692 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MA Mohamed H AN 

Examiner 
Art Unit 3692 

/Harish T Dass/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3692 



